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STRONIA, TEXAS 2 vols .$10.00 


One approaches with some trepidation a book of which advance shouts and mur- 
murs add up to “bigger than two Gone with the Winds”. True enough- but make no mistake, 
there are people who gauge value by size, want a “good long book". Here it is. (But in 
this reader's opinion, no book is good enough to be that long.) On several counts there 
are factors to keep one reading:- something is happening all the time, drama land melo- 
drama, lynching and murder, love and hate and jealousy and pettiness and always gossip. 
For here is a town- every phase of it - from the “Hill” where the first families keep 
their prestige intact, no matter what their frailties, where Miss Milly presides as the 
matriarch .... down to the flats and the Negro shanties, where lines of social cleavage 
are as deep as on the Hill, and where Mammy mothers a growing brood of grandchildren, 
and grieves for the sorrows that are stamped upon her race. In between there are the 
people who cling to remote kinship, striving to pass the barrier and achieve acceptance; 
and there are others who use the sordid side of the community to their own ends; there 
are tradespeople among whom the Linscombs only are accepted- Marshall and small Tam, but 
not pretty common Moira - but marriage is taboo. Two threads dominate the intricate 
plot and counterplot and subplot:- the thread of social and racial cleavages, and the 
murky thread of sex, in all its ramifications, cloyingly, insistently and nauseatingly 
ever-present. The book will be read - for its vitality, its pace - and its dirt. Not 
for what it has to say, though the pattern of the disintegration of social mores of the 
South is implicit. Public Libraries- a warning. Jf you stock it- and most of you will- 
try to control its accessibility to adolescents. 


December 1 


Carson, Robert Henry Holt 
THE MAGIC LANTERN $3.95 


A rip-snorting, spell-binding novel of the early motion pictures (the magic 
lantern) which has much of the colossal verve of The Dream Merchants (Harold Robbins) 
and What Makes Sammy Run. Told by Ellis Silversmith, it is primarily the story of his 
hell-raising father and his giddy rise to power in the early pre-talky days of this 
industry. Silversmith senior leaves his son when his wife dies in childbirth, until 
Ellis is six- when he reappears with a blowsy "cousin™ who foots the bills. The boy 
is again forgotten until he is ten, when he is taken to New York where he sickens on 
irregular hours and food and is sent to Spokane. Singleton?fere doesn't catch up with 
him again until he is sixteen, at which time Singleton is a movie mogul in an infant 
industry. Ellis settles some old scores, but ends up loving his irresponsible parent, 
but it is only with his father's death that he can acknowledge it, and by that time a 
lot of water, mostly muddy, has flowed under the bridge, and Ellis too has had his pri- 
vate tragedy.... The extroverted emotion- and rollercoaster momentum- spawned in this 
sphere of high-powered materialism and aggressive ambition.... Eminently rentable and 
some sales, to which the Book of the Month Club selection will add impetus. 
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October 21 


Pratolini, Vasco A. A. Wyn 
THE NAKED STREETS $3.00 & 


Reminiscent of A Tale of Poor Lovers (1949), this is again a street scene in 
which the quarter of Santa Croce in Florence- its poverty, its intimacy, its changeless- 
hopeless squalor, casts its shadow on a group of boys and girls. It is among themselves 
that these young lives find a release from the present and the future they cannot escape; 
for Giorgio, there's Maria- and the marriage which redeems her reputation; for Valerio, 
who tells the story, there's the physical bondage of Marisa, which is succeeded by the 
idealized image of Olga; the homosexual, Gino, absolves himself in a confessional to the | 
crime prompted by desire and envy. And the war writes its abrupt end to all these pre- 
cocious passions- in the lives it takes, the homes it destroys, while the Quarter- to 
which Valerio eventually returns- represents a lasting security and familiarity.... 
Again the naturalism of the Italian renaissance, somber, sensual, full-blooded, in a 
faithful visual transcript. 

November 6 


Waren, Helen Crown 
OUT OF THE DUST $3.00 


A story of young pioneers in the desert and their feelings about the country 
they were fighting to build - Israel. After serving in the U.S. Army, Phil, an Iowan 
who had grown up in a “passing” Jewish family, through his European experiences decided 
to go to Palestine. There with the group Abraham led he went to the Negev to build a 
settlement on parched land bought illegally from the Arabs, and there he fell in love 
with Miriam, a young “sabra”. Setbacks at the hands of the Arabs and British are off- 
set by the arrival of newly smuggled immigrants until the dread Egyptian tanks advance 
and wipe out the settlement in open war. Phil loses Miriam, but discovers an abiding 
love for the land and a motivation for his life in the Negev, for which Miriam gave her 
life. The emotions of and violences against the people of the settlement are given full a 
sway in a story which achieves a degree of inspired sincerity and realism....appear for 
those interested in Israel and in fights for freedom. 


November 17 


Amsbary, Mary Anne | World 
CAESAR'S ANGEL . $3.50 


A close-up, from experience, of an industrial town in the middle west- not too 
far from Chicago- or Cicero, and its immigrant section- the Hill- where life is cheap in 
the crossed interest of politics and unions and organized vice. Centered here- in a 
rough play for survival- are Leo Stansky, county prosecutor, whose fight against corrup- 
tion started with the death of his wife in a picket line- and led to his elimination of 
Dutch Lehman- gang lord; Tony Magiore, who'd worked with Leo in the beginning, but was 
now beyond him; Al Piazza, Leo's deputy and once Tony's protege; and Jean, whom Al had 
loved but Tony had married. And the fusion of these lives reaches its point of violence 
with the exposure of Tony's rise to power through the hoodlums he had once prosecuted, 
of the criminal cartel he controls- which in turn controls him, so that death is the 
only answer to the chain reaction of power and betrayal.... Definitely drama, this has 
the heavy pressure of bare emotion and ruthless action, to which the background of pover- 
ty and alien strains lends its whiplash. 

November 20 
Loring, Emilie Little, Brown 
FOR ALL YOUR LIFE $3.00 


The western air, bracing more than one romance when Anne Kendrick inherits a 
fortune and a mountain lodge but finds that her move there is attended by many suspic- 
ious circumstances. The loss of $10,000 in cash as well as a parrot, threats to her ® 
life as well as the silent resistance of a surly staff, all this requires amplification 
and clarification as do her feelings for Griffith Trent, the young man next door.... 
Fraud, communist infiltration, and three other romantic coalitions make this a lot for 
your money- rental. 
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Putnam 


Waltari, Mika 
A STRANGER CAME TO THE FARM $3.00 


The author of The Egyptian, The Adventurer andThe Wanderer turns to the soil 
of Finland and away from the rich, ranging panoramas of his earlier novels to a single- 
stranded story of awakening and death on a farm. When Aaltonen answers an advertise- 
ment for a hired hand he leaves behind city life and a whore-wife to renew himself in 
farm life. He finds the farm run down, the wife saddled unbearably with a psychopathic- 
alcoholic husband, an old farmer helper nearing death. He and the woman find mutual 
fruition in their love, but the round of tragedy is filled when the husband kills Aal- 
tonen and the woman, bearing Aaltonen's child, kills her husband in turn and looks 
again on an empty future. Some of the fierce beauty of the Finnish farmland seeps into 
this book, but the compellingness of its simplicity is marred by the paucity of a true 
subtlety which might have said less and told more about the figures of the tale. Pub- 
lished in Finland in 1937, the book has been translated into German, French, and Scan- 
dinavian tongues and has sold over 100,000 copies. This first translation into English 
has been made by Naomi Walford. (10/10) 


FORMALDEHYDE & ALKALI 


3 October 27 
Stout, Rex Viking 
PRISONERS BASE $2.50 


* Nero Wolfe, with Archie as his client, when Archie stays on the case (which 
Nero turns down) involving Priscilla Eads, an heiress, and worth more dead than alive to 
the stockholders in a textile firm and a former husband. Wills, claims, contestants and 
injunctions sustain a lively battle, and for Nero and Archie- there are the familiar 


animosities which animate these two.... Flummox- with a flourish. 
November 13 
Raine, William MacLeod Houghton, Mifflin 
GLORY ROAD $2.75 


* A substantial story of the mining town of Leadville, Colorado, of a girl wha 
finds her man (and others who get theirs) when Joan Regal falls in love with Henry Pa- 
get who is accused- and acquitted- of a murder charge. Joan is not the first to reco- 
nize the weakness which underlies Henry's charm, and it takes his disaffection and his 
death, the murder of her brother, and the revenge against the Vinings- gamblers and 
killers- to show her whom she loves.... Weatherbeaten- but still sturdy. 


November 14 


Masur, Harold Q. Simon & Schuster 
SO RICH, SO LOVELY AND SO DEAD $2.50 
Scott Jordan once again cutting corners and cutting out the police in his in- 
vestigation of the murder of Linda Franchini-Romanoff. Her titled husbands, and a last 
expedient marriage, and her estate- an industry which reverberates with the export of 
munitions, provides the double threat and double interest here. Aggressive, and for 
the most part agile. 
Late November (|4% 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE GRINNING GORILLA $2.50 


Another Perry Mason and Della Street (could be he is getting closer to the 
vital question?) extravaganza, swell reading but a bit disturbing for the false clueing 
and loose ends on thinking back. Mason gets involved in a case of blackmail, false 
accusations, missing persons, double identity, further complicated by the setting- an 
experimental laboratory where gorillas are subjected by hypnotism, the purpose the in- 
duction of will to murder. Not a dull moment. 
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December 1 
Dutton 


THE DEEP END $2.50 .) 


Newspaperman Sam Evans is haunted by discrepancies in an accidental death and 
uses his vacation to piece together the true story. The dead boy leads him to a high 
school star, to assorted accidents in the recent past, to an old love and to no uncer- 
tain attempts on his own life. His solution seems so improbable he almost gives up, but 
his old love and a classmate of the high school boy help his accounting to balance. 

Neat but not pleasant. 


Brown, Fredric 


Ward, Brad | Dutton 
JOHNNY SUNDANCE $2.50 


S\ 
Johnny Sundance knows hate when his range horse is poisoned in a desert spring 
and when he saves Victoria Talbee from a raid he is able to carry the battle to his 
enemy, Sam Landsfell, and his sadistic triggerman, Denver. By effecting a jailbreak for 
outlaw Bat Sanderson Johnny gets him and his gang's help for three months, rustles Lands- 
fells's cattle and burns his lands, grabs security for Victoria and freedom for himself. 
Hardy. 
December 3 
Lockridge, Richard & Frances Lippincott 
DEATH BY ASSOCIATION $2.50 
No Norths, but heading south to Key West, Florida, where Mary Wister, a commer- 
cial artist, runs into matters of foreign design. The murder of Bronson Wells whose red- 
baiting and blackballing had ended careers and lives, exposes some uneasy names and fames, 
a Communist sleeper and his contact, and a clientele of frightened people at a resort 
hotel. Troubled waters- but there's a smooth and pleasant surfacing just the same. ee 


REPRINTS For November 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 





Holmes, L.P.- SUMMER RANGE Spicer, Bart- BLACK SHEEP, RUN 
Masson, Rene- CAGE OF DARKNESS Wormser, Richard- THE LONESOME QUARTER 
Reissues 
Grey, Zane- NEVADA Steinbeck, John- THE PASTURES OF HEAVEN 
Steinbeck, John- CANNERY ROW Steinbeck, John- THE WAYWARD BUS 
(Each $.35) 
Coolidge, Dane- FIGHTING MEN OF THE WEST Schulberg, Budd- THE DISENCHANTED 
($.50) 


Swanson, Neil H.- THE SILENT DRUM 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Austin, Frank- TRIGGER MAN Christie, Agatha- THREE BLIND MICE 
Bax, Roger- TWO IF BY SEA Iams, Jack- WHAT RHYMES WITH MURDER 
Blochman, Lawrence- SEE YOU AT THE MORGUE Tompkins, Walter A.- BORDER AMBUSH 
Carr, John Dickson- TO WAKE THE DEAD Wire, Harold Channing- INDIAN BEEF 


(Each $.35) * 


Hatch, Richard Warren- GO DOWN TO GLORY Swanson, Neil H.- THE PHANTOM EMPEROR 
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GARDEN CITY BOOKS for November 3 


Basescu, Sophie- THE WORD BANK ($1.49) Green & Laurie- SHOW BIZ ($2.95) 
Chidamian, Claude- CAMELLIAS AND COMMON SENSE Marshall, Edison- THE VIKING ($1.69) 
($4.00) Moravia, Alberto- THE CONFORMIST ($1.69) 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Brown, Wenzell- THEY CALLED HER CHARITY Fletcher, Inglis- MEN OF ALBEMARLE 
Ciraci, Norma- DETOUR Hobson, Laura Z.- THE CELEBRITY 
Wren, P.C.- BEAU GESTE 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Aldrich, Bess Streeter- A WHITE BIRD FLYING Wagenknecht, Edward- f£d-THE FIRESIDE BOOK 
($1.49) OF CHRISTMAS STORIES ($2.49) 
Woods, Ralph L.-4d~ THE BUSINESSMAN'S BOOK OF QUOTATIONS ($1.98) 


Big Treasure Book- Original 
Knight, Clayton- THE BIG BOOK OF TELEVISION ($1.00) 
NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Signet Double Volume ($.50) Styron, William- LIE DOWN IN DARKNESS 
Signet Giant ($.35) Berto, Giuseppe- THE SKY IS RED 
Mentor ($35) NEW WORLD WRITING 


Signet (Each $.25) 


Brown, Wenzell- THE LONELY HEARTS MURDERS Keogh, Theodora- THE DOUBLE DOOR 
(Formerly titled INTRODUCTION TO MURDER) Nablo, James Benson- THE LONG NOVEMBER 

Carter, Ross S.- THOSE DEVILS IN BAGGY PANTS Raine, William M.- THE SIX-GUN KID 

Foote, Shelby- LOVE IN A DRY SEASON (Formerly titled JINGLING SPURS) 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Christie, Agatha- THEY CAME TO BAGHDAD Field, Peter- THE END OF THE TRAIL 
Cobean- NAKED EYE Karney, Jack- COP 
Davies, Valentine- MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET Rigsby, Howard- MURDER FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


Romano, Romualdo- SCIROCCO 


Cardinal Editions-— (Each $.35) 


du Maurier, Daphne- THE PARASITES Mann, Thomas- BUDDENBROOKS 
Werfel, Franz- THE SONG OF BERNADETTE 


POPULAR LIBRARY 


Each $.35 
Cloete, Stuart- CONGO SONG Kormandi, Ferenc- THE FORSAKEN (Formerly 
titled YEARS OF THE ECLIPSE) 
Each $.25 
Hardy, W.G.- THE UNFULFILLED Orwell, George- BURMESE 
Kerr, Ben- SHAKEDOWN ' Pratt, Theodore- THE BIG BUBBLE 


O'Mara, Jim - GUNS OF VENGEANCE Ravetch, Irving- THE OUTRIDERS 
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Possibly- on Lloyd Douglas!’ name, 


Dead Level- "No hits- no runs- no errors”. | 7 
even second generation, THE SHAPE OF SUNDAY by his daughters (Houghton, Mifflin) may 
capture a large slice of his market. Intellectually speaking, Matthiessen’s THE RE- * 


SPONSIBILITIES OF THE CRITIC (Oxford) should have wide acceptance and reading. 


October 15 
Benitez, Fernando Pantheon 
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF CORTES $3.75 
A strong poetic and pictorial sense animates this chronicle of the Spanish con- 
quest in which the long march of the conquistadors is retraced in a perspective which 
is physical and cultural and historical- fusing, as it does, the land and the people of 
the sixteenth century with the Mexico of today. For the dream of discovery which fired 
the early explorations of Marco Polo and Columbus, reached unsuspected dimensions in 
Mexico where souls were to be won for God, mountains of gold and the vast enterprise of 
colonization held an infinite allure. And from Veracruz, the “strait gate of Mexico" 
and the first city, to Cempoala- key to the conquest, through the tableland and Cholula 
and its pyramid, to Mexico City- Benitez follows the road which Cortes travelled and 
parallels the transformations of time and civilization..... A descriptive narrative of 
considerable power, which will amplify an appreciation of this country for the prospec- 
tive- or retrospective- traveller. The illustrations are keyed to the text. 
October 16 
Oxford , 


THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CRITIC $5.00 
This is an important book for readers interested in the cultural meanings be- 
hind our society. The material has been carefully selected by John Rackliffe from the 
uncollected reviews and lectures of this great American critic who has had an astringent 
effect upon the thinking of intellectuals and artists for two gererations. The title 
essay, first delivered as a lecture, succinctly sums up Mr. Matthiessen's views on many * 
things from modern writers to the unfortunate tendency among modern critics to read the 
text and lose the heart and meaning of the whole. The literary minded will be further 
pleased with inclusion of critiques of Yeats, Emily Dickinson, Thoreau and Mark Twain -- 
and may also, in these pages, make friends with some of the newer writers from Katherine 
Anne Porter to Delmore Schwartz. Literary whistle stops include an investigation of the 
metric and language of the almost forgotten John Crowe Ransom, a warm but shrewd evalua- 
tion of Karl Shapiro's L[ssay on Rime, and a new evaluation of the tragic poet, Hart Crane. 
Highly recommended to a discerning audience, to those who like critical essays. Libraries 
will stock in limited quantities pending the issue of a complete collection of Matthiessen. 


October 27 


Pei, Mario A. & Philosophical Library 
Gaynor, Frank LIBERAL ARTS DICTIONARY $6.00 


A pretentious title for a dictionary of some two hundred pages of definitions 
even if French, German and Spanish terms are given for the words, and even if there is a 
cross index so that any of the words can be found in any of the four languages. Here's 
the set up. There are the terms, about ten to a page, that you would find roaming around 
that large liberal arts field- developmental psychology , diatonic, abstract, individua- 
listic, etc. Each has a short definition: in English. ‘Miracle- In theatre, a medieval 
religious drama in which a divine miracle plays a part", or "inor- In music, this term 
is applied to (1) an interval to indicate that it is a half-step smaller than the major 
interval corresponding to it.....etc.” And under these are listed the corresponding 
foreign terms, simply by themselves, without articles or any other amplification. Some 
of the definitions are narrow and all of them as they apply to the liberal arts aspect 
of the word, could be found in a large standard dictionary. But for quick reference, & 
for spotting the basic terms of many outstanding liberal arts concepts, this may fill the 
bill. Mario Pei's name carries weight. 


Matthiessen, F.O. 
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October 30 


Webb, Walter Prescott Houghton, Mifflin 
THE GREAT FRONTIER $5.00 


A distinguished historian writes a lively, thought-provoking interpretation 
of our heritage from the sixteenth century to the present day. Built on the hypothesis 
that modern history has been a succession of economic “booms" the work begins with de- 
finitions of the American frontier and the "metropolis" of Europe, as its forces eman- 
ated to the frontier. These brought about the emergence of the free individual with a 
disintegration of old institutions and a later reintegration of society with new social 
forms- in particular the corporation system which has permeated American living and 
reabsorbed the individual. Through the pulse of tremendous wealth institutions form 
themselves around boom conditions and on the frontier that has made the "windfalls" and 
hence capitalism prominent, men change their ways of farming, of governing, of doing 
business. Now with the frontier virtually sewed up, people are looking for new fron- 
tiers- in science or government or art- which fallacy Mr. Webb explodes by showing the 
frontier as modifier of these aspects. His "solution" is a not too clearly suggested 
luternal program of working within our present institutions, but as a writer who makes 
accurate characterizations of the American pattern, his book should receive some good 
attention. 

October 7? 


Young, Estelle Richard R. Smith 
GONE TO EUROPE $3.00 


A girlish recap of a six weeks tour abroad which transcribes- rather than 
communicates- the flutter of a first fling on foreign soil. Idle conversation between 
friends and acquaintances personalize the itinerary- from the crossing to “April in 
Paris", the Riviera, Rome, Florence, Milan, and on to Switzerland, Germany and England. 
And the things she observed and experienced, hotels and restaurants, shops and markets, 
sites and amusements, along with a little history in shorter form provides a random 
commentary which is friendly to a point of intimacy and only incidental in the intel- 
ligence it commutes. Souvenir significance. 


Everett, Fred Stackpole 
FUN WITH TROUT $7.50 

The perfect gift book of this season for your angling friends. To the ortho- 
dox, with convictions about proper procedure, proper equipment, and so on, this will 
seem revolutionary and completely the book of a non-conformist. Fred Everett, well 
known from his painting from life, his illustrations for Ray Bergman's classic Just Fish- 
ing and other established books in the field, here shares his own conclusions on the 
sport. Simplified fishing, he terms it- and his text will delight those who cannot af- 
ford the elaborate equipment recommended by most writers. There's a good blend of anec- 
dotal material, nostalgic recall, the philosophy of fishing (and the fishing fraternity) 
- along with sound how-to-advice, discussion of gear (limited and simplified, but soundly 
chosen), scientific observation on fish and their waters, and his findings on the subject 
of conservation. The text style is colloquial, and probably more intelligible to fisher- 
men than to others. But the format of the book- with some superb full pages in color, and 
marginal sketches in line throughout- will catch any eye. 


November 10 
Palmer, Harold, M.D. Philosophical Library 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF PSYCHIATRY $2.75 
Sub-titled "Psychiatric Prolegomena"- this is an attempt to define the study 
of psychiatry, its subject matter and its terms- in the face of the confusion which 
exists because of the variety of schools and categories. Dr. Palmer, who protests against 
the “lingua franca" of his associates, has a "lingua franca" all his own which is above 
the amateur audience and runs to such phrases as “esoteric architectural schemata" ,"orec- 
tive aspects", “critical parameter". In his search for a “stipulative definition", he as- 
sumes and concludes that psychiatry is concerned with the self, that mental disorder is 
concerned with the dislocation of the "self" or "self image", and he lays down a system 
of classification- primary entitles, secondary entities, clinical entitles....Olympian. 
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November 12 / 


Smith, Cecil Lippincott r 
WORLDS OF MUSIC $5.00 


Serving as a personal and candid conductor on a tour of the American musical 
scene in many of its phases, the editor of Musical America and author of Musical Comedy 
in America moves with assurance along the highways and foot paths that lead through var- 
idus parts of the musical countryside. His book is divided into several worlds: that 
of the manager, the performer, New York, outside New York, the orchestra, the composer, 
the dancer, electricity and education. Along the way he describes the present state of 
affairs, gives some insight into individual and institutional histories, points up for 
notice the important men in the musical field who are behind the performers - Arthur 
Judson, Sol Hurok, Rudolph Bing, and others. This frank appraisal and accounting of the 
serious music America makes and hears today has special value in that it is written in a 
fashion which will render it readable by people who are interested in having more music 
in local centers and as a part of community life. 


November 13 


Dawson, Virginia Douglas & Houghton, Mifflin 
Wilson, Betty Douglas $3.50 
THE SHAPE OF SUNDAY: 4n Intimate Biography of Lloyd C. Douglas 


* An intimate family portrait, this, rather than an orthodox biography. Those 
who have read Time to Remember (see report P. 459-1951) will feel that with this story 
of the long and happy years of his marriage, his ministry, his literary career, the rec- 
cord is rounded out. To those who did not read the story of his boyhood, this may seem » 
incomplete, though his daughters followed the trail of his youth, talked to people who 
had known him, and rebuilt a portrait of the eager young man, son of a Lutheran pastor, 
acceptant of his own role as a minister. Bit by bit the chronology falls into place, 
but the value of the book lies, not in its biographical record, but in the close-up por- 
trait of the man himself, with his zest for life, his humor, his abounding vitality, his 
dedication to the cause of helping his fellow man. From the Lutheran church he turned, 
seeking more freedom in the Congregational church. He filled successive pastorates, al- 
ways with more. concern in making the services live for his people, in bringing them into 
closer communion, than in following established dogmas. One gets the feel of life ina 
minister's household, of a close devotion, of the places they lived and the journeys they 
took. All this rather than a sense of Dr. Douglas' emotional and intellectual life. The 
firt literary successes- the growing fame- never quite accepted as a matter of course, 
but coming to fill his working hours. A behind the scenes portrait, for the multitude of 
his admirers. 


November 14 
Smith, Harrison- fd. Harcourt, Brace 


FROM MAIN STREET TO ‘STOCKHOLM: | $5 .00 
Letters of Sinclair Lewis: 1919~1930 | 






The subtitle to be more definitive should read “letters of Sinclair Lewis to 
his publishers” for- with few exceptions, these letters are written to Alfred Harcourt, 
Donald Brace and Harrison Smith, and are concerned almost wholly with matters connected 
with his writing. Despite this, which would seem to limit the interest, the letters are 
extraordinarily good reading and give a very vivid sense of their writer. They cover the 
years that- for his wide public- compass his most significant work,- Main Street, Babbitt, a 
Arrowsmith, Elmer Gantry, Dodsworth, and one feels on the inside of the writing, the 
difficulties, the uncertainties, the growing assurance. Into this period, too, comes his 
rejection of the Pulitzer Award- and it ends with the Nobel Prize and the break with Har- 

court, Brace. Until the publication of The Man from Main Street (1953?) which will span 

the years from Yale to his death, and tap all biographical writings, this is the most 

revealing material on the man himself that has appeared. 














€ course a better buy and the more essential item for the library with limited resources. 
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November 17 
Heffner, Richard D. Indiana University Press 
A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES $3.00 


Useful as an accurate, swift capsule history of the U. S. from the founding 
fathers to the Cold War, this volume of comment and documents should find a wide market 


in fields of ready reference and introductory material. It is being simultaneously prin- 


ted by New American Library in a $.35 paper cover edition. Following the orthodox 
chronological order of our history, the author has chosen documents and recorded history 
with a sense of the relative importance of events, highlighting those that typified a 
period or that forecast the future as it rested on the past. There is the Declaration 
of Independence as the result of clearly stated economic and political injustices suf- 
fered by the colonies; Jefferson's first inaugural address and the Federalist feud; the 
half-century later rise of industry and extreme wealth when, says the author,".....the 
cunning of the entrepreneur found its counterpart in the chicanery of the politician.” 
A treatise on wealth by Andrew Carnegie characterizes the latter. Moving into modern . 
liberalism there is the platform of the early Populist party; Woodrow Wilson's plea for 
internationalism;the New Deal- and a closing chapter on the Marshall Plan's aim to halt 
communism. Wide coverage and lively sampling indicate the value of a probable perennial 
seller. 

Woldman, Albert A. World 

LINCOLN AND THE RUSSIANS $5 .00 


A scholarly survey that quotes liberally from government papers- of the years 
between Lincoln's inauguration as president and the sale of Alaska. Highlighted are the 
dispatches of Baron de Stoeckl, Russian ambassador to the United States for many years, 
from Washington to St. Petersburg as they point up his own and hence Russia's feelings 
about the Civil War and American politics. At first de Stoeckl was leery of the awk- 
ward Lincoln, thought him incompetent in the face of more experienced men like Seward 
and even Jefferson Davis. The resultant belief that the South would win, if not in 
conversion of the North, at least in a political victory that would split the country, 
changed during the course of the war and there is some dramatic contrast between the 
Emancipation Proclamation and the feeling of the Russian serfs, The Alaskan purchase, 
mystery that it was, is quite thoroughly documented and Mr. Woldman reveals the many 
theories that surrounded it:- for. instance that the territory was too difficult for 
Russia to manage from a distance, that Russia was afraid of an encroaching Britain, that 
the whole transaction was enmeshed in a web of bribes. More a chronology than an inter- 
pretation, the author strikes a rich vein for scholars. 


November 18 


Johnson, Edgar- Edited by Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE HEART OF CHARLES DICKENS $6 .00 


A companion piece to Edgar Johnson's Charles Dickens (p. 586) and chiefly a 
Dickens' collector's item which contains, more fully than ever before, the considerable 
correspondence between Dickens and his closest confidante- the heiress Angela Burdett 
Coutts. And focussing on the “heart™ of the man, a warm, humanitarian, liberal Dickens 
emerges in full stature- a man deeply concerned in the future of his children, in the 
need for free education in England, and for schools. for the training and reformation of 
youthful prostitutes. His letters are wise, witty, sad, compassionate and tender by 
turns- and never dull. They are from the very valuable collection which the Morgan 
Library acquired a year ago and are in book form for the first time.... For readers who 
want a more comprehensive picture of Dickens and his work, the Johnson biography is of 
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November 20 Pf © 12/4 
Drepperd, Carl W. Doub leday 
A DICTIONARY OF ANTIQUES $195 @ 


From Askin to Zylo balsamum (bet you never found those in a crossword puzzle), 
this is probably the most complete dictionary of antiques ever published. There are 
15,000 entries, and 1000 illustrations and in addition 75 full page line cuts. With 
Drepperd's exhaustive contribution to reference books in the field this seems a natural 
conclusion to his series. Exceedingly valuable for consultation and expansion of comple- 
mentary material is the extensive Bibliography, of books on virtually every conceivable 
phase of the subjects. Unfortunately, while author and title are included, publishers 
and dates of publication are omitted. A system of starring indicates those in print, 
and the assumption is that a majority of the larger public libraries already have some 
of the others. 

November 20 
Doubleday _ 


LYING IN STATE $3.50 75 


The multi-careered businessman herein notes his worldly progress- and an en- 
tertaining, engaging and sometimes enlightening tour it is. From a bookish, ministerial 
family, Cornell, and here and there to Wall Street, Griffis, in the money, carries on 
with Hollywood (Paramount) ,the book business (Brentano's), sports (Madison Square Garden) 
and the war (Red Cross in the Pacific) and eventually into diplomacy. Missing out on 
his longed for posts (England and France) he makes the most of his ambassadorships to 
Poland, Egypt, Argentina and Spain and recounts his experiences, observations and some 
conclusions with charm and intelligence. The effects of his high-pressure methods, his 
opinions on dealing with dictators, with Communist anti-American procedures, with customs 
of the country; his answers to public criticisms; his encounters with Franco, Farouk and 
the Perons; his estimate of the accomplishments - and failures - of his assignments - all 
make lifelike and lively reading, much of which has had other angles of approach but to 
which he gives a fresh color. A figure which has aroused contemporary controversy .to this 
should arouse sufficient interest for a calcuable market. ' 

November 24 


MacLeish, Archibald Houghton, Mifflin 
COLLECTED POEMS $4.00 


Thirty years work brought together in a selective collection drawn from Mac- 
Leish's published work, and including some poems which have not hitherto appeared in book 
form. Some of his earliest work from Tower of Ivory appear; poems from other collections 
(America Was Promises, Air Raid, Public Speech, Actfive) reflect the development of the 
poet and the thinker. One sees him as iconoclast, as builder, as sensitive artist and 
world citizen. There are poems reflecting his awareness of social ills, of international 
as well as national issues. There are extracts from some of the longer verse dramas- in- 
cluding a new radio drama, The Trojan Horse, a plea for intellectual freedom. Essential- 
ly a modernist, a poetic craftsman, his verse in the allover picture shows him keenly a- 
ware of his place in the national scene. 


Mayer, Arthur 12f€ ;)7? Simon & Schuster 
MERELY COLOSSAL ‘77> ! $3.50 


Sub-titled "The Story of the Movies from The Long Chase to the Chaise Lounge", 
this is a close range, long range account of the making and showing of pictures from the 
1900's on, and an entertaining vista of this entertainment world in all its ersatz, ex- 
travagance, and spirited enterprise. Arther Mayer, who peddled pictures in the early 


Griffis, Stanton 








days for Sam Goldwyn, went on to distributing them through the whistle stop areas (and : 
Chicago) in the middle west, went into advertising- for Paramount- and finally swapped 
his contract for the Rialto theatre on Broadway where he specialized in thriller films 
and was known as the "Merchant of Menace" ("No hits, no runs, just terrors”). In his 
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later years he held instrumental positions for the Army and government, and today- along 
with the Rialto- is one of the main distributors of foreign films..... A story such as 

é this has a fair amount of live talent, Mae West, Dietrich, Goldwyn, Zukor, etc. etc. to 
brighten its pages and Mayer is a seasoned showman. 

















November 24 


Boutell, Zella Viking» 
THE HOME FREEZER BOOK FOR BETTER LIVING $4.95 


Probably from a scientific point of view this is - as of the moment- a defini- 
tive book on the home freezer. For the average housewife who is interested in the pros 
and cons, however, the Essipoff book- Making the Most of Your Food Freezer (Rinehart - 
see report 1951 P. 286) is more fun reading and more persuasive. This is soundly rea- | 
soned and well organized. It covers every aspect of the problems that home owners con- i 
sidering purchase of a freezer need to know. It presents the arguments for and against 
different types of freezers, on the much publicized back door approach of purchasing 
six months supply of frozen foods (and acquiring a freezer), on the whys and wherefores 
of the relation of your freezer to your planned use of it, and so on. Then the neces- 
sary equipment- what is available and what you need- again according to use planned. 
There's plenty of how-to - in freezing, packaging, etc. And there are some 700 recipes, 
all linked with the use of frozen foods. An excellent overall treatment- but somehow 
not charged with enthusiasm or excitement. Sell primarily as a cookbook. On this score- 
from the freezing to the use of frozen foods- it is tops. 


November_26 if 






Elliott, Bruce Harper 


CLASSIC SECRETS OF MAGIC $2.95. 











Here is a book to delight all would-be workers of magic. The author, a 

magician of twenty-five years' standing, writer of Magic as a Hobby and editor of The 

Phoenix, describes a selected bunch of tricks which have been performed over a period 

of years and with which he has had personal experience. The titles of his chapters, 

including "The Spectator's Card is Produced!", "Water, Water Everywhere", "The Miser's | 
Dream Come True", "The Eternal Cups and Balls", "The Ambitious Card”, etc., indicate - 
the scope of his offering. Besides careful instructions for performing, he mentions i 
style and the present magical outlook. For the beginner, he indicates a special course 

to be taken through his chapters on magic for happiest results. A fine handbook, for 

charting a course on one's magical carpet...and who knows but that inquisitive hecklers 

may take to it as well. Illustrations by Stanley Jaks. 


















Harper 


Ward, Dudley A.- £d. 
GOALS OF ECONOMIC LIFE $4.00 










As first in a series of volumes to be put out by the National Council of 
Churches in connection with the Rockefeller Foundation, this symposium presents an 
important milestone in our moral ecanomic thought. As editor Mr. Ward has coordinated 
articles by men well known in their fields- Reinhold Niebuhr, Robert MacIver and Ralph 
Linton among them- each writing the principal headings of general theory and the goals 
envisioned therein, the pros and cons of competition and social control, our economy | 
from the angles of modern psychology, primitive societies, biology, philosophy. And as 
the philosopher Theodore M. Greene states in his introduction to the book, there are ; 
the points of convergence among the several essays in their disagreements as well as 
their agreements, that form unifying foci for the whole. Essentially a reaffirmation 
of Christian faith, these articles are a broad examination of our institutions, a need- 
ed weighing of modern complexities. Important for all libraries and a standard bearer 
for the new series. 
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November ?? 
Henry Holt 


HEAD-HUNTING IN THE AMAZON $3.95 ae 


Three trips, at intervals, to the no man's land (under territorial dispute) 
between Peru and Ecuador in search of material for his 16mm. motion picture camera pro- 
vide a lively written record as well- of natural hazards and outlandish customs. For 
while the Jivaros, the head-hunting tribes there, met Cotlow on friendly native grounds, 
the crossing of the Andes and the jungle and rivers- on ropes- provided enough excite- 
ment, while the overwhelming insect life and one bout with dysentery lent a continuity 
of discomfort. There's a lot of interesting information here on these tribes, their 
feasts and rituals and dances; on the hunting of heads- which are later sanforized for 
perpetuity; on foods eaten and avoided (monkey stew- with hands and feet) and the very 
personal preparation of nijimanche- the national beverage- a distillation which is chew- 
ed and spat out by the women folk; on jungle dangers, and one terrifying encounter with 
a vampire bat; etc. etc. For the housebound adventurer, this has the fascination of 
strange ways and possibly dangerous ends, and the photographs will lend their visual 
evidence to the text. 2 


Cotlow, Lewis 


December 12 


Rice, Craig Simon & Schuster 
45 MURDERERS $3.00 — 


Short shrift- in the shorter form, as "A Collection of True Crime Stories" pro- 
vides a postmortem on a nationwide file of death by violence. A cultist who was also a 
killer, a devil doll and hex weeds, a conscience which caused a "foot to stumble", a 
wedding which was also a funeral, a common cold which gave away a more unhealthy situa- 
tion, a headless torso and a case without a corpse, Los Angeles’ Jack the Ripper and 
her Black Dahlia, bluebearded James P. Watson, these are a few of the forty-five which 
illustrate the criminal circumstance and coincidence..... Straight off the police blot- * 
ter, and a long session in night court for the fancier. 





A Few Late Arrivals-practically published 





Allen, Ida Bailey Grosset & Dunlap 
IDA BAILEY ALLEN'S STEP-BY-STEP PICTURE COOK BOOK $3.50 






















In 1950 the Betty Crocker PICTURE COOK BOOK proved an excellent merchandise 
item, but disappointing on its long range value to the purchaser. This- for the same 
sort of market (primarily the rather inexperienced young housewife)- should stand the 
test. of time. Even the experienced cook will pull recipes here and there, though the 
progress photographs may be unimportant to her. Let's start with the end papers- which 

carry tables of equivalents and substitutes, calorie counts, marketing guides, etc. 

Then comes the body of the book, starting with breads, eggs and cereals, cheese dishes 

and hors d'oeuvres, soups, fish, meats, sauces and stuffings, leftovers, pasta, vegeta- 

bles- and going on to desserts, beverages ,carving and table setting. An experienced 

teacher, Mrs. Allen knows some of the eternal question marks- and answers them:- which 

side down for broiling fish, for example. She is particularly good on such issues as 

timing- how long it should take for dough to rise under this circumstance or that. One 

could wish she had used a few trial and error photographs- why cakes don't rise evenly, 

why angel cakes made with a mixer are apt to be too firmly textured. Experts will 

quarrel with some of her short cuts - baking powder in cheese souffles, for example - 

and cream sauce with macaroni (oh those calories!). And the housewife interested in off 

the beaten track dishes will find these a bit prosaic. But in the main, it should prove 

an answer to prayer to the young cook- or one young at cooking- who wants to know how a 

dish should look and how to take successive steps to that end. Superb photographs - »*’ 
good bookmaking. (Publ.) 
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Weil, Simone Putnam 
GRAVITY AND GRACE $3.50 


Like Pascal's meditations, this gathering of brief, incisive expressions of 
Simone Weil's examination of gravity and grace is formed of what Gustave Thibon terms 
“simple waiting stones" which she never was given time to develop fully. The material 
of the book is derived from the journals Simone Weil left with Thibon at the end of a 
sojourn on his farm, in 1942. Her excursion into the ephemeral and eternal embraces 
an evaluation of man and God, of the goods of this world as an intermediary, a means 
on the path to God rather than an idolized end, the nature of good and evil, society 
and suffering and self...In his devoted introduction, Gustave Thibon tells of his 
days of contact with Simone Weil, briefly relates the basic biographical facts of her 
life, and states the main themes of her philosophy. These meditations of the bril- 
liant mystic and intellectual whose earlier works have roused admiration should find 
an audience eager to learn more of her. Translated by Arthur Willis. (Publ.) 


Havey, J. Evetts- J7ext by Univ. of Texas 
Smith, Erwin E.- Photographs by Boxed-$10 .00 
LIFE ON THE TEXAS RANGE 


The editor stakes the claim, as it were, of the immortality of Erwin Smith's 
achievement in giving the public the Texas cowboy of a generation ago. Herewith a 
creative artist's sense of composition, with insistence on honest recording of the 
cowboy at work, at play, with an accurate sense of detail, with a sculptor's apprecia- 
tion of form- these photographs, about eighty out of thousands taken over the years, 
are brought together in book form. Smith was bred to the frontier. Periods spent in 
Boston, studying sketching and sculpture, were mere interludes to the living with the 
cowboys of the L.S. Ranch, where many of his photographs were taken. George Pattullo, 
gifted Candian writer on the Boston Herald, was one of the first to recognize Smith's 
genius, and uprooted him from the east- accompanied him back to the Texas Plains, 
start of a long and intimate association. This time it was the JA Ranch - and stories 
and pictures came back east. Another outfit- another area of Texas. Pattullo's writ- 
ing was in demand; Smith's artistic road was relatively unremunerative. Delay followed 
delay in cataloguing his work- in getting publication. A story not unlike Audubon's 
in another field. The photographs in this book were chosen for the Texas Centennial - 
too late for the artist-photographer to live to see this book of the prints. A fine 
piece of bookmaking- beautiful quality of reproduction. (10/19) 


Camp, Charles L. | Univ. of California 
EARTH SONG: A Prologue to History $5 .00 


Part of a series- Chronicles of California - this translates the reader to 
prehistoric time, showing how in California's varied landscapes and climates there is 
a natural laboratory of the processes of geology. Somehow - as the author, Professor 
of Paleontology in the Univ. of Calif. unrolls the record revealed, a many-times-read 
tale becomes livelier, more real. Forms gone, surviving in modified or changed form; 
the records left in rocks of some 500 million years of geological time - fossils, petri- 
fied bones, teeth, shells, carcasses, tracks; the extinct creatures of the tar pits; 
the findings of the San Joaquin Valley, of Cajon Pass, by geologists, by boys, through 
excavations and diggings. Earthquakes and successive sea invasions have contributed to 
the range of California's findings. Life in the early seas left records inland of pre- 
historic seaweeds, hard shells, sponges, corals, snails, lamp shells. Then came the 
age of coal - the age of reptiles- the age of mammals. And with the ice age, herds of 
creatures drifted down. One of the most fascinating sources of history is in the tar 
pits- the Rancho La Brea. Man's age in America dates 12 thousand years before Columbus, 
and this “earth song" brings the reader up to early man. The drawings by William Gordon 
Huff are both decorative and informative. The text, while often too flowery and poetic, 
carries breath of ancient life. Charts- glossary- index. (10/11) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Cary, Joyce- PRISONER OF GRACE- from 9/18 to 10/13 (Harper) 
Levinger, Elma E.- GALILEO- from 9/7? to 10/21 (Messner) 
Pei, Mario- THE STORY OF ENGLISH- from 10/8 to 10/22 (Lippincott) 
EVERYDAY ADVENTURE STORIES- definite date 10/21 (Messner) 
Garthwaite, Marion- SHAKEN. DAYS- definite date 10/21 (Messner) 
Carmer, Carl- A FLAG FOR THE FORT- definite date 10/21.. Price from $2.25 
to $2.50 (Messner) 
Selinko, Annemarie~- DESIREE- price from $4.95 to $4.50. Postponed to 1953 
for Literary Guild selection. (Morrow) 
Cochran, R.E.- BE PREPARED! from 10/20 to 11/9 (Sloane-Morrow) 
Polatin & Philtin- THE WELL-ADJUSTED PERSONALITY- from 10/22 to 11/12 (Lippincott) 
Salaff, A.- WORDS ARE FUNNY- from 10/2 to 10/16 (Doubleday) 
Freer, Marjorie M.- GAY ENTERPRISES- definite date 10/21 (Messner) 
Waugh, Evelyn- MEN AT ARMS- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Little, Brown) 
Lane, F.C.- THE STORY OF TREES- from 10/16 to 11/13 (Doubleday) 
Johnson, Edgar- CHARLES DICKENS- price from $10.00.to $12.50. This will be 
illustrated. (Simon & Schuster) . 
Boynton, Paul W.- SIX WAYS TO RETIRE- from 11/6 to 11/12 (Harper) 
Josephson, M.- SIDNEY HILLMAN- price from $3.00 to $5.00 (Doubleday) 
Smith, Albert E.- TWO REELS AND A CRANK- price from $3.50. to $3.75. (Doubleday) 
Biddle, Lavingston- DEBUT- definite date 10/20. Price from $3.50 to $3.75. 
(Messner) 
Marshall, R.- BOND OF THE FLESH- price from $3.50 to $3.00 (Doubleday) 
Horan, James D.- DESPERATE WOMEN- from 10/31 to 10/20 (Putnam) 
Reyher, Rebecca- THE FON AND HIS HUNDRED WIVES- postponed to 12/29 (Doubleday) pd 
Childs, Marquis W.- CIVIC VICTORIES- definite date 11/12 (Harper) 
(R) Catholic Digest- The Eds. of- THE CATHOLIC DIGEST READER- from 10/20 to 11/13 
(Doubleday) 


NOTE: THE MCCARTHY RECORD- Published by the Wisconsin Citizens Committee is dis- 
tributed by Anglobooks- 475 5th Avenue- New York 17, N.Y. at $1.00 each. 


Addenda 


Check report on LUCHOW'S GERMAN COOKBOOK by Leonard Jan Mitchell (Doubleday- see 
P. 543). We did not know at that time that an important sales angle is that 
Bemelmans has written a delightful introduction and done enchanting - typical of 


of his best~- illustrations. 


Also- additional data on THE GLAMOUR MAGAZINE AFTER FIVE COOKBOOK, by Beverly Pepper 
(Doubleday- see P. 595). We've seen now the text of an introduction which is essen- 
tial to proper valuation of the book in showing how to use it, how to market once a 
week, how to store purchases properly, how to take short cuts to efficient entertain- 


ing. The book will be illustrated by linecuts. 
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PERIOD, REGIONAL AND HISTORICAL 


Cooper, Madison 
Ham, Tom 
Lea, Tom 


Kennedy, Margaret 


Keyes, Frances P. 
Wellman, Paul I. 


Carson, Robert 


Garve, Andrew 

Millar, Margaret 
Raine, William M. 
Gardner, Erle S. 


Lockridge, R. & F. 


ye. 


Gide, Andre. 


Thomas, Benjamin P. 


Dawson & Wilson 
Kramer, Dale 
Griffis, Stanton 
Mayer, Arthur 
Josephson, Matthew 


CURRENT EVENTS 


Gardner, Erle S. 
Dedijer, Vladimir 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Amory, Cleveland 
Dent, Alan- 4d. 


Smith, Albert E. 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 


SIRONIA, TEXAS (Houghton, Mifflin) 
GIVE US THIS VALLEY (Macmillan) 


THE WONDERFUL COUNTRY (Little, Brown) 
November Literary Guild selection. 

TROY CHIMNEYS (Rinehart) 

STEAMBOAT GOTHIC (Messner) 

THE COMANCHERO (Doubleday) 


CONTEMPORARY 


THE MAGIC LANTERN (Holt) December Book 


of the Month Club selection. 


THRILLERS 


A HOLE IN THE GROUND (Harper) 
ROSE'S LAST SUMMER (Random House) 
GLORY ROAD (Houghton, Mifflin) 
THE CASE OF THE GRINNING GORILLA’ 


(Morrow) 


DEATH BY ASSOCIATION (Lippincott) 


Re 4 


BIOGRAPHY 


ee 
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MADELEINE (Knopf) 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN (Knopf) 
THE SHAPE OF SUNDAY (Houghton, Mifflin) 


DOUBLE TROUBLE (Little, Brown) 


LYING IN STATE (Doubleday) 


MERELY COLOSSAL (Simon & Schuster) 


SIDNEY HILLMAN (Doubleday) 


THE COURT OF LAST RESORT (Morrow) 
TITO SPEAKS (Simon & Schuster) 


THE LAST RESORTS (Harper) 
BERNARD SHAW AND MRS. PATRICK CAMPBELL 


TWO WHEELS AND A CRANK (Doubleday) 





(Knopf ) 
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